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MICHENER ART MUSEUM’S AUGUST “FIRST FRIDAY” EVENT FEATURES A FREE, INTERNATIONALLY-INSPIRED DANCE PERFORMANCE BY MUSIC & MOTION

DOYLESTOWN, PA (July 18, 2008) – The James A. Michener Art Museum celebrates “First Friday” on August 1, 2008 with a performance by Music and Motion Dance Productions. Located at 138 South Pine Street in Doylestown, the Museum also partners with the neighboring Bucks County Library Center for an “old time” ice cream social including family-focused games, art activities, entertainment and free ice cream. Activities and refreshments are served up between 6:00 and 9:00 p.m. All programs outside of the galleries are free to the public.

“Riding off the success of the cooperative dog-themed First Friday in June, we’re thrilled to continue to coordinate efforts with our neighbors in Doylestown to showcase the wide variety of educational activities and family fun available in our community,” explains Candace Clarke, First Friday Event Coordinator for the Michener Art Museum.

Music and Motion Dance Productions presents “Continents: A Global Voyage” from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. rain or shine, either in the Museum’s Patricia D. Pfundt Sculpture Garden or in the Ann and Herman Silverman Pavilion. This performance, appropriate for people of all ages, explores the art of dance from exotic lands around the world. Viewers experience movement from the sun-drenched African mesa; blends of eastern and western traditions in Turkey; the tabala beats of India; modern twists on the original Japanese Jomon culture; Euro-Mediterranean, ethno-techno blends; and rhythmic fusions of Tokelau, Tuvalu and Samoan cultures.

Founded in 2000, Music and Motion is an innovative, performance-oriented, youth dance company. Rather than relying on a single dance style or technique, Music and Motion has developed its own unique movement for each new dance work created. Their eclectic performances include a variety of dance styles including ballet, jazz, tap, acrobatic, lyrical, modern, funk and hip hop.
Throughout the evening, visitors are also encouraged to take part in exclusive tours of the Museum’s current photography exhibition. Dog Dogs, a sampling from an extensive series by American photojournalist Elliott Erwitt (b. 1928) on view in the Wachovia Gallery, includes over 60 black-and-white photographs taken around the world between the years 1946 and 2000. Organized by Magnum Paris and art2art Circulating Exhibitions, these acute observations of the canine world prove that human relationships with furry friends are often due to mutual resemblance and emotion. Docents will be available in Elliott Erwitt: Dog Dogs to conduct tours and answer questions from 6:30 to 8:30. There is a $4.00 charge for this exhibition in addition to regular admission. Museum admission and the special exhibition are free for Museum members, Corporate and Business Partner members and children under 6.

First Fridays at the Michener Art Museum are supported by The Institute of Museum and Library Services, an independent Federal grant-making agency dedicated to creating and sustaining a nation of learners by helping libraries and museums serve their communities. 

The James A. Michener Art Museum is an independent, non-profit institution dedicated to preserving, interpreting and exhibiting the art and cultural heritage of the Bucks County, Pennsylvania region. In addition to hosting a changing schedule of exhibitions from around the country, the Museum is home to the largest public collection of Pennsylvania Impressionist paintings. The Museum offers a diverse program of educational activities that seek to develop a lifelong involvement in the arts. The Museum is located at 138 South Pine Street in Doylestown and at 500 Union Square Drive in New Hope.  For current Museum hours and admission information, visit our website at www.michenerartmusem.org or call the main phone number: (215) 340-9800. Group Tours: extension 140 / School Tours: extension 124.
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